
OBREGON JUST
By JOHN F. BARRY. - I nnd priceless furnlturo which ho com-- 1

Jli:iMi:M sized, stocklly built

A man of somewhat swarthy
complexion mrckly followed

in thr train of the head waiter irf ft

rinuilway hotel. Ho was clothed In

tln conventional garb of the Amcrl-u- n

business man, and not ono man
in n bundled would pay him tho trib-
ute r v second glanco wcro It not
jieiit im for an empty right sleeve.
The redoubtable- Puncho Villa was

for the empty ulucvo. Tho
mm wi! (Jen. Alvnro Obregon, tho
real "primer Jefc" of Mexico not so
Ion:,' ao.

1 sat at a nearby table ontl', fasct-r.a'f.- 1,

watched his every movement.
I noted tho quick rmlle, the changing
eye. now cold and stern as he gave
the v. liter in. order, truculent almost,
thou brimming with laughter as ho
1 iffied to tno (tilck Kpoken, vehement
coin creation of his friend.

And as I watched him memories
came cn.svdlng thick and fast about
me. I forgot the chatter and laugh-
er of the diners, target tho blaze of
l'pMs. the artificial palms, the tinkle
of li'e In the water glasses. The glare
r.ml roar of Ilroadwny, the clangor of
the surface cars vanished, and as tho
miilRcd roar of the subway dynamlto
announced that another chunk of
Manhattan wis being blasted out I
uri lack once more In the city of
Mexico after an absence of three
j cars.

I remembered this samo Obregon
eatcd one night In n neighboring bos

In the Tcatto Colon watching the ex i

quisitely rhythmic dancing of the I

then famous, perhaps still famous.
tspamsn rnimrina im concsa, I re
member distinctly Intercepting tho
look of disdain with which she an-
swered some admiring gesture of his.
That look Of hers expressed more than
all tho words In the irld the hatred,
the more earnest because suppressed,
which the people of Mexico felt at the
time toward the .Sonora General. And
Ten though he must have known of

this bitter feeling toward him Ohre-fo- n,

with his coolly Insolent Insou-danc- e,

his deep seated contempt for
the "civilians of a perfidious metropol-
is," sat alone In a box of the Colon
Theatre, the cynosure of all eyes, 'an
admirable mark for the bullet of an
tstaasln.

Obrea-on'-s Ambitions.
About the time that Villa broke

with Carranza, In tho autumn of 1014.
Obregon made his famous march diag-
onally across the republc of Mexico,
from Sonora to the city of the Valley
tf Mexico.

The "stmpatlcos" Zapatistas, aa tho
people of the metropolis named them
as soon as they found from practical
Intercourse tint tho men of Morelos
were not as bu , as they wero painted,
promptly evacuated thu capital as
con as Obregon with his 40.000 Taqul

Indians knocked at Its gate. He was
only In possession a few days bafore
we learned that he was a "doggone
dangerous man."

There can be little doubt that at
the time he hod ambitions to oust his
chief, Carranza. There waa plenty of
circumstantial evidence to support the
popular belief to this effect. Fer-on- e

thing he .was shipping all the Jewelry

OVER THE
By ROY K. MOULTON.

3: When my wife
DECEMdEB to go over the

top with Herbert Hoover we
signed for th,! duration of the war.
Krom the small square sign In tho
front parlor window to the pledge card
hanging over the kitchen sink our
hou.vehold is organized to help drive
Jhe horrendous Hun back to his native
heath and mnke him sorry he ever
Isft It. Ana we are determined to fight
to the Inst carrot.

So long aa we eat most of our meals
wtslde the house we get along.

We are not satisfied merely to fol-lo- x

We also seek to lead, or Agnes
dons, at least. She haa Joined every-
thing that Is worth Joining or every-
thing she can get to and back the
ame day in the subway. Now ehe Is

feverishly engaged In organizing a
new association, cf which she will be
president, she told me about It this
morning.

"It is a perfectly corking idea," she
said "The name of the organization
le the Society for the Education of
Butchers."

"It strikes me that the butcher are
pre .y wise as It is," I said.

" I'hey are able In arithmetic,'' ahe
replied. "They can multiply and add
as perhaps no other class of trades,
nvn, but they are slightly below nor-m- nl

n other branches of useful knowl-
edge "

"I have never been able to put any-
thing over on x butcher yet," said I.
"I even tried to slip ono of them a
Canadian dime In tho dark ono night
Just as he was closing his shop, but I
mirht jut as well havo tried to hand
him a hot rivet."

"In mathematics the butchers are
Immense," replied Agnes, "and our new
society will not attempt to educate
.im along that line, but they can't

re id have struck five butchers In
tr past fortnight who can't read a

"

'I am amazed," I declared.
Illli)(lrie of flatehers.

'Tin wouldn't bo If you did the
r'v m iik " she said. "Two days ago
I nit cid an Item In the paper to th
'eit that the Food .Commission had

H ' a price on poultry. The paper salil
t r wholesalers ' apd retailers had

"d to !t. I wiT.t, to buy a chicken
fiom our butcher ond ho charged me
" en rents n pound njore than the

OKieement price.
" Look here, my man,' I sal:!,, 'An

Rruenicnt has been reached. 'It was
announced in tho morning naptT.
Didn't you see It?'

" 'No, madam, I dl,d not,' he replied.
'I don't take the paper.' , ,

" l'ou don't take any paper.?' I
asked.

"'No, madam. Jt would bo of no. use.
I can't read. .My wife', sho can. read
a little, but she's away now on a loni;
visit' .. '
.'"Hut you can't keep up with the

tlme that way,' I ,sald. . ,
"Tcrhaps It is Just as well,' ho d,

"Now, wouldn't that" g?X you ATn"
very people who should lepow 'hoy (o
read have never learned., Prices could

reduced ten times a day and thy
would never, know It. Out they ahays

' V .

mandeci ed, en el nombre do la sagrada
causa (lti the name oT. the sacred
cause); from the mansions of the rich
exiles to tho city of Orizaba. If he
were with Carranza then why did he
not Bhlp the loot to Vera Cruz, where
tho vcncrablo First Chief sat wait-
ing? Orizaba Is Just half way to the
city of Vera Cruz. ,

Obregon was at the time also seiz-
ing nil (ho nutomobiles he could find,
his men wcro taking tho horses, the
miserable, lit treated coach horses,
out of the public caches which they
encountered on the, streets. He also
emptied some churches and the well
equipped convent of Banta Brlglda.
All this valuable loot was glutting the
warehouses and tho railroad station
of Orizaba, not, as It should have been,
those of Vera Cruz. 'Even the presi-
dential chnlr. tho throne of many a
Mexican rictntor, wan sent to repose
within sigh: of the eternal snows of
Orizaba.

Then one morning the city awak-
ened to find n new decree. By that
time we wcro becoming case hardened:
the only law In force was tho law of
tho derreo, foreigners knew one
other. Article 33 of tho Constitution,
which provides for the expulsion of
'indeslrnhle gringos. They used to say
In Mexico "Juan Pelndo" it good nt
Improvising catch phrases that there
wcro only two articles of the Contt-Uitlo- n

left by the revolution : "33 for
tho foreigner and 30-3- 0 fnftnr tho rifle
of that Ilk) for tho Mexican."

Clera-- Held for Ransom.
The new decree ordered the clergy

of the city to pay at once a medal war
tax of 2.000,000 pesos. This money
they were to raise, among themselves.
Charitable Individual were not niimr.
to contribute: they would be handled
later.

The clergy of Mexico. I understand,
are not at all rich, statements to the
contrary notwithstanding. With all
tho will In the world they could not
raise so much among themselves. They
told Cicn. Obregon that It couldn't be
done.

By this time we knew that Alvnro
was not the sort of revolutionary
chieftain who took no for an answer,
certainly not from a mere civilian, and
a hated padro at that, so wo watched
the columns of the official press
breathlessly for the next step.

It was not long In coming. An order
was ,lssued that all the clergy of the
city, without distinction as to race or
rank or faith, were to appear before the
ehtef at the National Palace at 11
A. M. on a certain day "to discuss the
host way to nllevlate existing condi-
tions among the poor of the city." Any
priest who failed to attend would be
dealt with summarily.

Nearly two hundred priests attended
punctually: they dared not refuse.
Obregon locked tho great do.ors and
told them they wero prisoners until
they paid the two millions. No wasto
of words.

Tho hatred against Obregon and his
Taqul Indians rose beyond fever heat,
people blasphemed when they whis-
pered his name. The expected popular
uprising. did not, however, materialize,
as patrols, were posted at strategic
points throughout the city and great
gray, armored motor cars patrolled the
principal thoroughfares, machine guns
and rifles grinning through the loop-

hole, The priests refused to pay ,the

of

s'em to know when prices go up'. I
wonder how they learn that';"

"Instinct," I replied. "They are won-

derful that way. Rut that's nothing.
I discovered a vegetable man the
other day who had never heard of
Hoover."

"Instead of sending missionaries
abroad I think It Is high tlmo we be-
gan to educate our people nt home,"
said Agr.es. "Our new society will do
It, too. We are going to establish night
schools and first of all teach those
poor men how to' read. After that all
will be easy. Our members will teach
them, so this .Is one war movement
that will not cost much money."

When I loft this morning Agnes was
busy on the telephone organizing the
new movement, and when I returned
this evening the Society for the Edu-
cation of Butchers had been duly
formed and the members were Just
leaving my apartment for home full of
tho new Idea.

"We shall subscribe for daily papers
to be sent 'to each of the butchers In
our districts," said Agnes, "and that's
all the expense there will be. Th
teaching will take but a short tlms.
We will start with ABC blocks. Isn't
It magnificent?"

The best thing in such a crisis is an
evasive answer.

"I wish you luck," I said.
And we sat down to our two dollar

and a half steak.
I can't see for the life of me why

any butcher need learn how to read.
"We shall spread the gospel oft

Hoover among the butchers," said my
wife.

Ifo Huarar In the Itoaac.
December ; This was the evening

we were to have the Crebbenses at
dinner. We owed them the dinner, ac-

cording to my wife's bookkeeping, and
had been owing It to them for three
years ot better.

"But why did you wait until now?"
I had asked the wife. "We could have
saved $3 on this thing if we had had
them, say, two years and six months
ago."

"Well, It doesn't matter," she had
replied. "We must have them now.
If wo don't repay them for that dinner
they will never invite us again."

"They never will anyhow," I had
said, "until after the war. It Isn't be-

ing done In the best circles any more."
But Agnes Bald sho never would feel

right until wo had them, and'I want
Agnes to feel right. I am much hap-
pier when she feels that way.

."Anyhow they aro both light eaters,"
sho had said,

"We have never Feen them cat any-
where but In their own home," I had
replied. "Tcoplo nro always light
catens there."

Well, anyliowthljj was to be the
' 'nlghrt .

I found nty wife In a.' stato of deep
agitation vvhen arrived at half paat B.

Tho Crebbenres wcro'' to arrive at 8

hud there wasn't a 'drop of sugar In
the Iiouho.

,""Not V drop'," wal.loa Airhes, And
i'havo tried' nlno croccrlca. There, J! ( l
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TtlB IHKI --T D11UNS
GENERAL OBEGON5 HEAD
OUARTERS DURING HIS OCClJPATIOI
OF MEXICO CITY. (THE AMERICAN

whot then flymw M STAtmKl

and

money and the churches were closed.
Gen. Obregon demonstrated conclu-
sively that he won a strong man.

Then after a week or so came the
turn of tho mere civilians. The blank
walls, churches and street corners wcro
plastered throughout tho city with iv

now decree. A special war tax was to
bo levied on all real property based on
the ratable valuation. Any one refus-
ing to pay would be summarily dealt
with.

There wero to bo no exceptions; for- -'

olgner and native Mexican alike had
to contribute to "tho sacred caure." If
paid It would have netted Obregon
somo J 80,000,000 In Mexican currency;
It was the most ambitious forced, loan
any revolutionary leader had had the
audacity to demand. It left tho city
breathless.

When the merchants and business
men had got their breath back they
held hurried secret conferences. Tho
diplomatic representatives of the varP
ous nations were present nt Vnmc of
these meetings. The upshot was that
every ono was to stand pat and refuse
to pay.

One diplomat reported to lit Gov-
ernment nt the time tint "It was popu-
lar belief that Ocn. Obregon requited
the money as wherewithal to fins nee a
new revolt against Carranza. Conse-
quently law abiding foreigners If they
paid this 'loan' would In reality be
taking sides with one political faction
as against another." Foreigners had
no right to take such action.

It was the first Instance In the his-
tory of revolutionary Mexico of civil-
ians refusing point blank to obey a
"decreto." The very temerity of their
action terrified the unfortunate mer-
chants. The leading citizens forthwith
went Into hiding.

When I look back on those days it
seems to me that half the gente de-

cente (better classes) were In hiding
all the time, and the greater part of
them some of the time. Any promi-
nent man who smiled, however casu-
ally, on any one leader waa a marked

Isn't a bit of sugar on Long Island."
''Oh, yen, there- - Is," qucth I. I had

an Idea one of thoxe Inspirations
which happen only once a year and
then generally turn out to be no grod.

"If you can find some augur I will
take back every mean thing I have
ever sold about you."

"Madam," I replied, "aa a discoverer
I have Columbus dragging at the end
of a long rope. About how many
lumps of sugar can yoa get along
with?"

Agnes did scans quick figuring. "I
know Mrs. Crsbbens takes two lumps,
but I don't know how many her hus-
band takes, perhaps we can get alone
with five lumps."

tsb Times Har.
"Better make It seven," I said. X

was In a generous mood.
I started out after kissing my wife

good-b- y and began to look for sugar
In a sugarless waste. I felt like a
Forty-nin- er starting for California
with a coffee pot, a slab of bacon and
an alrgun through a country infected
by Indians. .

Agnes gazed at me out of the win-
dow and waved her handkerchief. As
I considered the task before me I felt
more than once like turning back, but
If I wavered now I would never hear
the last of It. Agnes had not asked
me where I waa going to get the sugar
and I was glad of that.

I knew of a one arm cafe about
three blocks from our house. In that
cafe, as I remembered It, there was a
marble topped serving table In the
middle of the room and on the top of
the tnble there was a square cabinet
Just brimming with loaf sugar.

I would order a cup of coffee, walk
over to the square cabinet apd pretend
to take only one lump, while I really
took eight, the one I needed for the
coffee and the seven to take home in
my pocket.

I wnlked bravely Into the plaoe and
ordered the cup of coffee, took It In my
hand and started for the sugar cabinet
Then I discovered that It had been re-
moved. It was a fine night for dis-
coveries.

"Don't you want some sugar in that
coffee?" asked th waiter.

"Sure." I said. "That's what I came
for."

"How many lumps?" he asked.
"Eight," I said, "and leave seven of

them In the saucer by the side of the
ciip. I will use them as I need them."

"You get two," he said. "That's the
limit."

"All right," I said. "Put one In the
coffee and' ono In the saucer.

Dn you get me, sitting there and
drinking seven cups of coffee to get
those seven extra lumps of sugar?

When I reached the' fifth cup, I re-

membered that my wife had said five
lumps would tie enough. But no, I
was the wise iruy, I 'had told her that
seven would be better.'

With the seventh cup I had the
finest little caffeine Jag that ever wan-
dered about on- - Its own recognizance
among the ant hills and advertising
slgnu of "Long Island.
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man when that leader's enemies took
the city later on. He either fled with
the evacuating army or went Into
hiding.

In the great fortrcssllkc old Spanish
house In which I lived wo used to have
as many as ten prominent people a. a
time hidden behind drawn blinds. I
have spent some of tho pleasantest
nights of my life with those cscondldos
with music and games ot all kinds. It
waa a constant miracle to me how
they could stay so cheerful amid the
desolation that afflicted their unhappy
country. They never knew from hour
to hour when their hiding place might
be discovered and they might be hur- -

I managed to reach home. Our
guests were there. I was In a daze all
th-ou- dinner, nut I had a vague
sense of navlne won In my search for
sugar and having slipped the seven
precious lumps of sweetness to my
wlfo when I had come In.

It was worth a long Illness to prove
to her that I was the sugar hero of our
parts.

A thrill of conscious pride swept
through mv soul when Agnes poured
out the coffee and nsked: "How many
Imps." Mrs. Crebbens?"

"None at all," replied our guest. "My
husband and I always take our coffee
straight." I struck the floor and knew
no mors.

Trssoedl
The doctor haa Just left. He has

given mf $1 worth of Information to
the effect that if I tike his medicine
and stay In the house a couple of days
I will probably be all right.

December 6: A man came to the
door this forenoon. I opened It gin-
gerly and he deftly Inserted his foot
In the Intervening space so I could not
close It again. Then he began his lec-
ture.

"I have here a potato parer," he
said, "which makes the parings so thin
you can read a newspaper through
thsm."

"I dont care to resd my newspapers
through potato parings." I said Indig-
nantly. "It is all I can do to under,
stand them clearly as It Is."

"But, listen he said.
There Is only one thing that win

spoil my whole diy and that Is to have
some leather brained boob bawl In my
ear, "Pay, listen!"

"I don't care for a potato parer," I
said. "We always cook them with the
skins on."

"Think of the parts green with
which potatoes are sprayed," he In-

sisted. "You are liable to be poisoned."
"Perhaps It would be as well," I re-

plied.
He pushed his foot s little further

Into the room and said: "This potato
parer Is recommended by food savers
the country over. They only cost a
quarter. Herb

"Don't tell me what Herbert Hoover
says about your potato parer," I broke
In. "This Isn't my morning to commit
murder, but I can do It If necessary.
Nineteen people a day stop here and
take Hoover's name In vain. Good
day."

"Well, If you don't want a parer
maybe I can Interest you In this Inter-
changeable mop wringer and gas plate.
It is a handy thing to have around the
house. Only a dollar."

"Nothing stirring."
"Well, then, let me show yon this

vacuum cleanor. I sell It for IS, al-
though It's a crime to do It."

"No."
"Well,'' can't you use a child's talking

machine? They nro 15 and "
"How much did you say th potato

parer sells for?" I asked.
"A quarter," he said.
"Give me one," I said, "and then

good day."
My wife was out attending a meet-

ing of the Society to Save Catsup Bot-
tle Corks to Make Life Preservers for
the Montenegrin Navy, so I took the
potato parnr and dropped It down the
dumbwaiter shaft,

J -

ried before the wall and the over
squad. ics of all the articles of neces- - '''.'One of most charming, cultured which on were

old gentlemen I have ever met has taxed 10 per cent, of supplies.
gone into because he aroused this food was immediately flsSIVi
the enmity or suspicion of a leader
of n faction of the revolution.
Chafing at his prolonged confinement
he grew careless and the secret ser-
vice discovered his hiding place. We
never saw him again.

Obrea-s- Defl.
Gen. Obregon's answer to the de-

fiance of the civilians waa an incite-
ment to the lower classes to sack the
city. The official Government paper
camo out one morning In March. 1916,
with flaring headlines across t e top
of the first page:

"I will leave the city at the head
of my troops sooner than order one
shot to be fired against the hungry
multitude they rise up and
destroy the houses of rich mer-
chants and foreigners.

"Alvaro Obiuwok."
I quot" from memory but the sub-nn- c

! correct. It Is graven forever
on my mind.

Nothing happened. Foreign volun-
teers guarded the legations, the prin-
cipal storn had armed guards behind
their Iron hhutters. Most of the banks
were protected by bands of well armed
Japanese. Foreigner flung out their
respective flgs. Consuls sealed, with
the official Keals of their countries, the
doors of all places of buslr.esa owned
by foreigners. The seals en the
American doors bore the stamp of the
Brazilian Legation. All business was
absolutely suspended and the streets
were like those of a city of death or
terror.

Days passed and nothing happened.
The strain began to tell on our nerve.
Then came the new decreel

All the Mexican merchants of the
city, who were subject to the special

HE prevailing high prices of

T groceries, vegetables and fish
have given the huckster a new

standing In the community. No longer
are the men who peddle their wares
from horse drawn carts looked down
on by those who were too dignified to
buy from the itinerant markets when
food waa plentiful. Just now, when
prices are high, there Is no such word
as dignity In the lexicon of the frugal
housewife; economy Is the word which
looms large In her mind and It Is grow-
ing more Important daily.

The Increase In rents and Inciden-
tal expenses and the rise In the whole-
sale prices of foodstuffs havo Increased
the burden of those who do business
in stores. It is no secret that many a
grocer, many a vegetable stand keeper,
many a fish dealer Is having a struggle
to make both ends meet The one big
Item Is rent; If they didn't have the
rent to meet every month they could
afford to sell their goods at prices
lower than those now prevailing.

It ts In the matter of rent that the
huckster haa the advantage; he doesn't
have to pay any rent. He can buy a
new wagon at a small cost, or ho
can buy a second hand wagon and
have It repaired and painted, and then
all he needs Is a horse. And whoever
saw a huckster's horse which appeared
to be suffering from overeating?
Hucksters go In for horses which have
outlived their usefulness In other lines.
They are particularly fond of cast off
fire horses; they are present at every
sale or condemned fire horses held In
this city. In fact, some pedlera
almost as much money In buying Ivory
and celluloid rings with which to
decorate the animals as they pay for
the horses themselves.

Having no rent to meet the huck-
ster Is able to undersell the merchant,
who has to pay rent on the first of
each month. The consequence Is that
the huckster with, hla low prices Just
now Is In his (lory; he has housekeep

ranure oi aonora

Loot Need tor
tax, were ordered to appear ort ft cer-
tain morning at the Hidalgo Theatre
"to discuss with me the belt means of
relieving the necessities of the poor,"
Tho order was signed "Alvaro obre-
gon." I should mention Obregon
Insisted all along that he only needed
the money "to relievo the misery of
the poor."

Heaven knows wan need of re-

lief at tho time, as thu food situation
waa desperate. But It Is an interest-
ing commentary that of the lesser
forced loans which ho had collected at
various times since his occupation of
the city, not ono centavo had gono
to relieve the poor. Furthermore It
Is not without Interest to know that
when the grocerymen, In obedience to

shipped to Orizaba. At the same time'
the poor were growing mora clamor-
ous for food each day.

Were it not for the splendid work
of the International committee, which
raised funds and imported necessary
foodstuffs, with great difficulty owing
to the grafting opposition of certain
lesj-e- r military leaders and the uncer-
tain rail communications, there would
have been a famine among poor
and the loss of life would have been
far greater than tt was.

About 300 merchants, or
of the merchants, attended the

performance at the Hidalgo Theatre.
The most dramatic scene possibly In
the history of revolutionary Mexico
followed.

Gen. Obregon entered a box sur-
rounded by a glittering staff. He was in
full uniform, resplendent with gold.
In uniform he Is striking; under the
circumstances his appearance must
havo been to tho unhappy merchant
like that of an avenging demon. He
first ordered all foreigners to leave the
building. Then he turned on the Mexi-
can business men and ho told them
some straight facts.

"You citizens of this perfidious me-
tropolis thought to laugh at Obregon
and his decrees, did you?" he said.
"Well, I am hare to tell you that
Obregon allows no man to mock him
(burlarse). I am Gen. Alvaro Obregon
of Sonora, gentlemen. Before I am
through with my punishment of this
perfidious city you will all know me.
Every man of you ts a prisoner until
you obey my decree pay this tax.
My soldiers surround this building,
machine command every exit
Ton are prisoners. Oood day."

The hatred against the Constitution- -

ers of moderate means running after
him. Time was when the huckster

to do the running after the cus-
tomer, but now the shoe is on the
other foot.

Even the ordinance against unnec-
essary noise In the streets seems to
have been waived, for the police dp not
make the hucksters use the muffler.
One huckster said their Immunity
came ubout because the policemen's
wives have to pay high prices as well
as everybody else, and they have told
their bluecoat husbands not to bother
the hucksters until food prices come
down.

At any rate the present day huck-
ster la a man of Importance. He's
getting so proud of his own recently
elevated position that he will not lower
himself by announcing hla coming
with his customary cry. You don't seo
them any more with their hands
placed alongside of their ears, yelling
how many potatoes one can get for
10 centa or how much a head of cab.
bage will cost No; 'you haVe to ar
range your schedule to suit the con-- 1

venlence of the huckster.
If you live In a back apartment you

have to have a working arrangement
with the family In front to be in-

formed of the coming of the huckster.
If the family in front is derelict In
Its duty the chances are you not
make any purchases that day. No
more do the hucksters ring the dumb-
waiter bells or whistle up the tubes
aa they were wont to do In the days of
old; they have a dignity to sustain
now.

But the fact remains that the huck-
sters aro having prosperous times.
Women who never before could be In-

duced to buy from carts are doing so
now without the least reluctance. Tho
pride, which once prevented them from
driving a bargain with u htickHtcr Just
liecauro the next door neighbor was
looking out ot the window has van-
ished. The truth Is that the neighbor
Is doing tho same thing Just now; it'i
a case of alt being In the samo boat.

Is
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oenerai iviainiy uue to or.
and His Demand fort
Law and Urder Greater 1 nan Ever

EXTREME. PICTURED i!''
representa-

tives

allsta now rose higher than ever. But
there was no popular uprising; the
armored cars patrolling the main thor-
oughfare wero an effective preven-
tive.

The merchants were marched In
mall squads to the various military

barracks and locked up. Their friends
were frantic. Representations of 'alt
kinds were made to Obregon. Tho
Diplomatic Corps protested. The pris-
oners were set free.

It was the last act of a theatrical
and many days had

passed the Obregonlstas wero evacu-
ating the capital before the approach-
ing menaro of Isolation between the
forces of the Zapatistas, who nearly
surrounded tho city, and the then all

LATEST PHOTO

conquering Con. Villa, who waa mov-
ing quickly southward.

The last I saw or obregon and his
men was at midnight of the day of tho
general evacuation. It waa a dramntlc
farewell.

Exit Waa Dramatic
I waa awakened from sound sleep by

an unusual commotion outside. My
house was on the Puente de Alvardo,
th leading thoroughfare out ri the
city. I looked from my window and
watched a seemingly unending train of
cavalry. Infantry and artillery passing;
womon and children on foot or in
wagons; stolen automobile containing
the Generals and officers, with their
wives cr female companions; wagons
laden with stolen furniture and muni-
tions of ail kinds. It was a mad ka-
leidoscope of ever changing colors;
dashing horsemen almost running
down bent women carrying bundles or
babies on their backs; hoarse orders
and ribald witticisms among the sol-

diers.
In the middle of the parade marched

about twenty of the leading clerics of
the city, who were being carried off
for ransom. They were on foot, their
sombre black clothing In striking con
trast to the multicolored lanKeis.iii
worn by the soldiers women. They
looked like beaten, terrified mon in the
ghastly white light of the flickering
arc lamp nt the street corner. Lines
of cavalry. loaded rifles resting ready
on their thighs, rode on either side of
the group of hostages.

There was no conversation among
either captors or prisoners. ,The priests
marched two and two, and last of them
nil came one old fellow I am sure he
must have been sixty-fiv- e years of age

and ns he passed my window I saw
him nervously wiping the palms of his
hands with a white hnndkcrchtef. The
red flag of the revolution was carried
In the rear.

I remembered It ail with startling
distinctness as I sat sipping my after
dinner coffee. Across from me. n few
feet away, sat Obregon, now a mere
man llko the rest of us In the noisy
dining room. A

And I longed to go over and ask him
what he, In his Inmost soul, thinks of
President Carranza, and present con
ditions in his country. Can It bo that

...... ......ur in umiiciii "i' i uxtm
Mtlro fnrVAP frnm thm tttnim trhern he

out such a dashlnn figure? Having
onco drunk deep of the Intoxicating
cup of unlimited power, can a man of
the Obregon temperament contentedly
return to tho "settled low content" of
his old prosaic mode nf living?

Mexican Condition- - Worse.
(Jen. Obregon made one fundamental

mistake when ho ruled In Mexico he
overdid the role of tyrant. was
not a sufficient leaven of. benevolence
In his despotism. There Is little doubt
but that he.roujd.have won tho n1n.es
to him it he had made the slightest

effort to do so, because, he' Is tho tyjis
Of ruler the unlettered Mexican Indian
'appreciates ond" .understands and
obeys unquestlonlngly, Ho might havo
been a second I'orflrio Diaz, only h
lacked the deep knowledge of his peo-p- lo

which helped tho famous dictator
to keep hla country peaceful forSir
longest consecutive period In her his-
torythirty . A

Perhaps hU, failure might be,,
plained, psychologically speaking,. Joy.,
the fabled superiority of the nortH-e-

over the southerner; the ndrtJT"'
em warrior antagonizing bv a too
spoken contempt the. peaceful. Majfc,
going, indolent Indlo of tho mountain
ringed valleys of the south.

The final page of the revolution' '
yet to bo written.. Who knows ibrObregon may yet be. afforded an tgjf
rmrfuriltv, nf nrnflnw filmed?....... ... fitj w. v. iuv WHV

ond Diaz? Ono wonders if the namn
of Carranza will occupy a positfoif'tif
prominence In the final chapter, fj

I. was speaking to a British Consul
recently who has Just come out of pnC
of the southern States of Mexico;' 'He
saya that conditions In- southern Me-lc- o

are appalling. , , c.
There Is no law and little otxUrv

Bandits ply their lucrative calling
throughout the States of ChlannsT"- -'
hasco, Oaxaoa, the Isthmus. Ho.wat)
unable to speak with certainty of cop
dlttons around Mexico city and In tho,
north. Hardly i week passes that
somo train is not blown up orTSei'
railed, with tho accompanying msSeftr
crn or robbery of tho passengers."5

There Is no more respect forf1ff
person nnd property of the fbrelfefieT
than of tho Mexican. Tho Carrarrfa.'
Government eoems- - unablo to do'lfij'
thing toward putting a stop to- - th'a
anarchy, and conditions grow sta9fiy
worse as the weeks "pass.

Tly large cities aro held by Go"MrHJ
ment troops, but bands of rebetnif
varying sizes audaciously operaUrtyh-th-

Intervening country, almost UPXA
the suburbs of the centres of popdita
tlon. He spoke pessimistically oif 'tM
outlook. ' tfA

"The main ally of the Carranza'AJ
emrnent Is the world war," hfr'slMti

or

thu
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"for the renson that tho rebels . are)
unable to get arms and ammunition)
abroad, As soon as the war Is over
arms will be available almost fortb
asking and there la every reasoiOp
believe that the revolution will iur
up greater thnn ever, and Carranza
will surely go under. Mexico to-d-ay

more than ever before 'wants a strfing
man." jr

It remains to be seen If the hour
will produce the man. It was thought
by many at one time that Huerta was
the Napoleon who would bringshis
country the blessings of peace; 'thro
thoso who did not know selected Frii-cis- co

Villa; Felix Dins tried to wit
by the magic of a name; who will.bs
the next? Obregon?. ' "

If Mexico ennnot bring forth a "con
who will lead her out of the bond.-fg-

of anarchy It Is as certain as tlistdjsy
follows night that- Uncls Ham wlllbjj
compelled to wade In as soon as"th
present Job he has on hand la flntihea.
Mexico Is temporarily forgotten &hbs
exo!temnt of th.- - greatnr undertak-
ing, but after the reat war la .over
and the national stock taking Ih'oxi
the great Powers will have a word"-t- t

say regarding the advantage Whlcn
.Mexico took of their preoccupation

blank ! another oecree. handed lwvwitsr-- . f4iBiiBiBiBiiBi??. itM Mf'R&Z&mmt&i
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There is a rigid press censorshWin

Mexico and little of what Is gnln'trti
within her borders s permitted t(,np-Ic- nr

in the daily pres. The condltjon
ot affnlrs there might be cnniirirnr'to
that of the careless servant vhY
sweeps the dust under the bcdrMrin
room, from a casual examination,
seems clean, but the refute continue
to accumulate and must be cleaned
up some day.

Will Mexico herself clean house, or
will sh hire outside help?

THE DUST IN THE SWEEPEJL

ii NI.Y 1Inst week I fonr.rt
( 1 Mary' earring her""s:rlt!' thn experienced hmiFewffo

to n younger woman ns yet qulnVrn.
experienced In housekeeping ways'whn
had wondered why thu speaker shdlild
look over tho liecumulutcd dust'lh'at
she had 'U!t dhaken out of a wifpet
sweeper; the Mary referred to tielnir
in mum cmpinpeu lti tills home,,.,

i "Mary canm to mo." tho sneaker"J?
contlnuid, "and na!dKho had lost "ono
nf her earrings iiml sho had 166fc't1
everywhere for It, hut Just slntpiy
couldn't llnd It; hut 1 knew the Hkejl-e- st

place to look for It, and there; X

did llnd It, In tlin dust of the carpet
sweeper, where many n Jewel tins bden
found before this, nnd wheiv, no doubt,
many a Jewel him been lost, I always
look over thn dust out of a carpet
sweeper before throwing It away,"vr

L'pon hearing which the Inexperi-
enced young woman registered u mon-t- al

retolve that when she went-.t- r
housekeeping she' would do the. Sfune.


